
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, May 29, 2016, AM 
Message: “True Worship”—John 4:19-26 
 
INTRODUCTION: The phrase “true worshipers” used in v. 23 implies that there must be false 
worshipers.  There is true worship and false worship.  Christ accused the Pharisees of 
worshiping in vain because of their traditions.  They observed tradition more than the word of 
God (Mat. 15:9). 
 
The old English word for worship was originally spelled “worthship”.  Its meaning was to show 
the worthiness of the one worshiped.  Worship means to honor or exalt God.  Worship is not 
about the worshiper but about the one worshiped.  
 1.  It doesn’t matter how the worshiper feels. 
 2.  It is not about entertainment. 
 3.  It is not about likes and dislikes. 
 4.  It is all about God and his worthiness.—Ps. 100; 96. 
 
I.  Worship is not limited to one location.—v. 20-21 
 A.  God is a spirit and cannot be confined to one location. 
  1.  Not Mt Gerizim or Jerusalem. 
  2.  Not the temple. 
  3.  God can be worshiped anywhere and everywhere.  
 B.  It is not the where but the how that matters.—v. 23. 
 
II.  Worship is to be in spirit and truth.—v. 23-24 
 A.  God is to be worshiped in spirit. 
  1.  Spirit is the mind and the heart.  (It is the inner man not the body.) 
  2.  The mind focused on God. 
  3.  The heart right with God.—Matt. 15:8-11 
 B.  God is to be worshiped in truth.—Matt. 23 (The absence of hypocrisy.)  
 
III.  The elements of worship focus on the worthiness of God. 
 A.  The worthiness of God—who He is and what He does. 
  1.  Creator 

2.  Master 
3.  Savior--Provider of salvation—v. 22; 26 

 B.  The elements of worship:—Ps. 96 
  1.  Singing—v. 1-2 
  2.  Praising—v. 3-6 
  3.  Giving—v. 7-8 
  4.  Holiness—v. 9  
   
CONCLUSION: Worship is all about God not about us.  God is seeking those who will worship 
Him in spirit and truth!  


